
Côr Meibion Gwalia 

50 Years 1967-2017 A History 

CHAPTER 1 - 1968-1972 

 

1968 

President: His Honour Judge David Griffiths 

Chairman: Dafydd Gwynfor Jones 

Secretary: John Evans 

Musical Director: Michael J Lewis; Owain Arwel Hughes 

Accompanist: Robin Barker 

 

1 March 1968 - St David's Day Dinner, Savoy Hotel. Guest of Honour: Geraint Evans CBE 

Conductor: Michael J Lewis. Accompanist: Robin Barker 

28 March 1968 -Highgate Wood School, Haringey N8 

Conductor: Michael J Lewis. Accompanist: Robin Barker 

With The Tudor Singers accompanist Lily Gosden 

May 1968 (?) - Scunthorpe and Pontefract 

Sat 11 May 1968 - St George's Hall, Bradford 

The Bradford & District St David's Society  

Conductor: Owain Arwel Hughes. Accompanist: Robin Barker 

With Tenor: Kenneth Bowen. Soprano: Barbel Edwards The Dylan singers, conductor: Haydn James 

18 May 1968 - Wigmore Hall  

Conductor: Owain Arwel Hughes. Accompanist: Robin Barker 

Soloists: Glyn Thomas (baritone) Jill Gomez (soprano) 

July(?) 1968- Eisteddfod, Pontrhydfendigaid 

1st place out of 8 choirs in the under 40 voices section. 

 

The photo below appeared in a Feb 1969 programme (taken '68?): 

Back Row (l-r): Ivor 'Top note' Evans; Haydn Square-jaw; ? ; John Thomas; ? ; ? ; ? ; ?specs; John Grove; Ivor Buxton; Wynn 

Davies; ? ; Howard Jones; ? ; ? ; ? ; ? ; Dai Biscuits Griffiths; Dilwyn Griffiths 

Middle row: ? ; Elwyn Evans; Gerald Anthony ; Cliff Box Davies; ? ; Ieuan Hughes; Haydn James; ? ; ? ; ? ; ?specs. 

Seated: Bryn Morgan; Dai 'Dep' James; Tom Morgan; John Evans; Dafydd-Gwynfor Jones; Graham Martin; Eddie Morgan; 

Ellis Jones; Glynn 'Four-eyes' Thomas; David Kramm 

 
 



        
 

        
 



     
 

       
 



   
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



1969 

President: His Honour Judge David Griffiths 

Chairman: Dafydd Gwynfor Jones 

Secretary: John Evans 

Musical Director: Michael J Lewis 

Accompanist: David Kram 

 

 

Monday 24 February 1969 - Televised: Music for You  

with Stanford & Eric Robinson and Ian Wallace 

Fairfield Hall, Croydon 

Conductor: Michael J Lewis 

1 March 1969 - St Davids National Festival, Royal Albert Hall 

Conductor: Michael J Lewis. Accompanist: David Kram 

1969(?) - Ivor Novello Tribute Concert, Drury Lane(?) 

Conductor: Michael J Lewis.  

With many stars including Dylan Singers, conductor Haydn James 

July(?) 1969 - Llangollen International Festival - 2nd Prize 

Conductor: Michael J Lewis   Accompanist:  Ingrid Surgenor  .  

From Ingrid: I can fill in Llangollen Eisteddfod (1969) - Michael Lewis was the conductor and I was the 

accompanist when the Gwalia came second. I remember that we performed Llongau Madoc which was 

commissioned by the choir from Meirion Williams. In fact Meirion used to play for the choir and the great 

man even deputised for me on occasions! 

4 October 1969 - Concert: Whitfield Hall Congregational Church, Bromley, Kent 

In aid of British Empire Cancer Campaign 

Conductor: Michael J Lewis. Accompanist: David Kram 

With Dylan Singers. Conductor Haydn James. Accompanist: Betty Phillips 

Soprano: Moira Griffiths. Tenor: Edgar Thomas 

Thursday 16 October 1969 - Concert: Fulham Town Hall, London for Friends of the Welsh School 

Conductor - Michael J Lewis; Accompanist: Ingrid Surgenor 

Joy Evans (soprano); Kenneth Bowen (tenor); Accompanist - Meirion Williams; Julia Cload - Piano;  

Dylan Singers; Conductor - Haydn James; Accompanist - Betty Phillips 

14 December 1969 - Regent Hall, Oxford St, London W1 for Salvation Army 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

 

1970 

President: His Honour Judge David Griffiths 

Chairman: Dafydd Gwynfor Jones  

Secretary: John Evans 

Musical Director: Michael J Lewis; Dr Terry James 

Accompanist: Ingrid Surgenor 

 

 

16 March 1970 - Wigmore Hall (?) 

11 April 1970 - Concert Totteridge 

Conductor: Haydn James 

1970?: Whitfield Hall , Bromley Congregational Church, Widmore Rd, Bromley, Kent 

In aid of Bromley Society for Mentally Handicapped Children 

Conductor - Michael J Lewis; Accompanist - Ingrid Surgenor 

Dylan Singers: Conductor - Haydn James; Accompanist - Betty Phillips 

David Davies - Folk Singer; Dilys Morgan - Soprano; Glyn Thomas - Bass Baritone 



Tuesday 19 May 1970 - Friends House, Euston Rd, London NW1 

Harrow Welsh Church 21st Anniversary  

Celebrity Concert (7.17 for 7.45) Tickets £1; 15/-; 10/-; 5/-. Programme 1/- 

Conductor - Terry James; Accompanist - Ingrid Surgenor 

Dylan Singers: Conductor - Haydn James 

Elizabeth Vaughan - Soprano; Rowland Jones - Tenor; Delme Bryn Jones - Baritone 

28 June 1970 - Royal Albert Hall 

A new oratorio by Mikis Theodorakis, composed when imprisoned by the Greek Junta and smuggled out for its 

world premiere on 26 April 1970 in the Albert Hall. The June performance was conducted by Theodorakis 

following his release performance. Recorded and released on Polydor in January 1971. 

July(?) 1970 - having been a prize winner the year before, the choir was asked back to the Llangollen 

International Festival to sing in the Saturday evening concert. 

 

 

A photograph taken about this time had the following members: 

Back row (5th row):  

Sid Ace (T1), --?, Paul Jacob (B2), Geoff Jones (T2), Dia 'Box' Davies (T2 son of Cliff), --?, Martin Picton (T2 transferred later 

to B1), --?, --?, Howard Jones (B2; later married Wendy Halden); John Llewelyn (T2 or B1?) 

4th Row: 

 --?, --?, --?, Viv Morgan (T2), David Griffith (B2 aka Dai Biscuits), --?, --?, Bryn Wesson (B2), Ceryth Davies (B1), Dilwyn 

Griffith (B2), Lloyd Lloyd (?) 

3rd Row:  

Ben Jones (?), Eifion Jones (?), Geraint Pugh (B1), Tom Morgan (?), Noel ? (B2), Eddie Parry (T1), Erfyl Evans (B2), Dai 

'Window Cleaner' ? (B2), Cliff  'Box' Davies (B1), Dr Ifor James (T1) 

2nd Row:  

Graham Martin (T2? & Librarian), --?, Dai 'Carpets' Griffiths (T1?), --?, Dafydd Thomas (T2), Haydn James (T2 Deputy 

Conductor), Ieuan Hughes (T2?), --?, Bryan Howells (T2), Ivor Buxton (?) 

Front Row:  

Russ Jones (B1), Meirion Morris (B?), Glyn Thomas (B2), John Evans (T1 & Secreatary), Dafydd Gwynfor Jones (B2 & 

Chairman), Ellis Jones (T2 & Treasurer), Wyn Davies (T20, Elwyn Evans (T2 & Compere) 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

 

 

1971 

President: His Honour Judge David Griffiths 

Chairman: Tom Morgan  

Secretary: John Evans 

Musical Director: Dr Terry James 

Accompanist: Ingrid Surgenor 

 

 

Tuesday 9 March 1971 - Grand All Star Charity Concert Brent Town Hall, Wembley 

In aid of The Army Benevolent Fund (Brent & Harrow Committees) Programme 10p 

Musical Director - Dr Terry James; Accompanist - Ingrid Surgenor 

With Middlesex Yeomanry OCA Military Band (Duke of Cambridge's Hussars) 

Dir Music - Lt Col SJ Williams MBE; Band Master - Mr Peter Burr 

The Dylan Singers; Musical Director - Dr Haydn James; Accompanist - Ivor Buxton 

8 May 1971 - concert (?)  

Saturday 5 June 1971 - Concert St John's Smith Square SW1 

Conductor: Terry James with Erato Chamber Orchestra  

Cherubini's Requiem in D 

4 July 1971 - concert? 



 

Choir members according to the Spring 1971 attendance register: 

Top Tenors (17): Syd Ace; Ifor Evans; John Evans; D Griffiths; Glyn Hughes; Graham Martin; Bryn Morgan; 

Eddie Morgan; Tom Morgan; Haydn Owen; Eddie Parry; Robert Rees; Robin Reeves; Martin Routh; Mike 

Stevens; Mervyn Thomas; Don Tullet. 

Second Tenors (14): D Emrys Davies; Wyn Davies; Wynford Davies; Elwyn Evans; B Howells; Lloyd Howells; 

Ieuan Hughes; Haydn James; Ellis Jones; Idwal Jones; Edward Morgans; Viv Morgan; Iwan Phillips; Hywel 

Thomas. 

Baritones (17): G Anthony; Cerith Davies; Cliff Davies; Dewi Davies; Richard Davies; Ivor Evans; John Grove; 

Geraint Hopkins; David James; Heulyn Jones; John Jones; John Raper; Gareth Rees; Bob Tate; Glyn Thomas; John 

Thomas; Ivor Williams. 

Bass (15): Ivor Buxton; John Evans; Ben Jones; Dai Griffiths; Dilwyn Griffiths; Dafydd Gwynfor Jones; Eifion 

Jones; Howard Jones; David Lewis; Arwel H Morgan; Gerry Price: Irwin Perry; Graham Sharp; AD Stewart; Brin 

Wesson. 

Total: 63 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

 

 

1972 

President: His Honour Judge David Griffiths 

Chairman: Tom Morgan  

Secretary: John Evans 

Musical Director: Dr Terry James 

Accompanist: Ingrid Surgenor 

 

10-14 April 1972 - Concert: Naples, Italy 

Conductor: Haydn James; Accompanist: Wendy Halden 

Anita Williams (soprano). Glyn Thomas (baritone) 

Sat 13 May 1972 - Festival of Praise, Christ Mission of Zodiac and the Greater World Christian Spiritualist 

League, Friends House, Euston Rd NW1 

Conductor: Haydn James; Accompanist: Wendy Halden 

July(?) 1972 - Llangollen International Festival - Prizewinners 

Conductor: Brynmor Llewelyn Jones. Accompanist: Wendy Halden. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Llangollen Photo: 

Tom Morgan; Ivor Evans; ?; Geoff Jones; Merion Morris; John Grove; ?; Russ Jones; ?; ? ; ?; ?; ?; John Evans; Cerith 

Davies ; Cliff Davies; Syd Ace; ?; ?; ?; Dai James; Glyn Thomas; Wendy Halden; ?; Howard Jones; ?; ?; ?; ?; Dai 

Griffiths; Bryan Howells; Dilwyn Griffiths; Ellis Jones; ?; Edgar Thomas(?); ?; Dafyydd Thomas; Wynn Davies; 

Dafydd Gwynfor Jones. 

Front row: ?; ?; ?; ?; ?; Bryn Morgan; Brynmor Llewelyn Jones; Ieuan Hughes; Haydn James; Idwal Jones; Viv 

Morgan. 

48 + 2 

'67-'72 - A 1973 programme says the choir has been to Germany, Switzerland and Italy. I think the Switzerland 

visit was as LWMVC in the summer of '67 after the decision to split. Italy was '72 (see above). Germany may have 

been on the way back from Switzerland. 

 

 

Dinner Dances etc: (this list is based on those Dinners for which printed programmes still exist. Where there are 

gaps in the dates it is likely that a printed programme is missing rather than the event not taking place)  

Friday 15 December 1972: Cumberland Hotel W1. Toasts: HM The Queen: Tom Morgan, Chairman; Visitors: 

Idwal Jones; Response: Terence Kern; The choir: D Harries-Jones; Reponse: David Griffiths, President. MC: 

David James. Dancing to The Bone Idles. 

Saturday 14 December 1974: Hotel Russell. Toasts: HM The Queen: D Gwynfor Jones, Chairman; Visitors: 

David Griffiths, President; Response: Morris Williams ; The choir: John Owen Parry; Reponse: The Chairman. 

Saturday 9 December 1978: Washington Hotel, Curzon St W1. Toasts: HM The Queen: David Griffiths, 

President. Visitors: Edward Parry. The choir: Derek Rees. Dancing to West 1 Sound. 

Saturday 12 December 1981: Mount Royal Hotel W1. Toasts: HM The Queen: David Griffiths, President. 

Guests: Dr Ivor James. Response and to the Choir: J Roberts. Dancing to Camparie. 

Saturday 11 December 1982: Mount Royal Hotel W1. Toasts: HM The Queen: John Evans. Guests: Dr Ivor 

James, Chairman. Response and to the Choir: David J Griffiths, President. Dancing to Camparie. 

The Christmas Dinner Dance continued to be held at the Mount Royal Hotel until 1993. On most occasions 

dancing was to Camparie whose cost was always covered by a raffle on the night. 

Saturday 18 June 1988: 21st Anniversary Dinner, Law Society's Hall, Chancery Lane WC2 

Toast to the Choir: Dr Terry James. Response: Dr Ivor James, Chairman. To the Guests: His Honour Judge David J 

Griffiths, President. Response: Ingrid Surgenor (Mrs Gerry Price). [Dai Pres had become a Circuit Judge in 1984] 

[1 year we moved to the Grosvenor Hotel in Victoria] 

Saturday 10 December 1994: Holiday Inn, Bloomsbury WC1. Toasts: HM The Queen: His Honour Judge David 

J Griffiths, President. Guests: J Anthony Rees, Chairman. The Choir: Kenneth Bowen. MC: Wynne Davies, Choir 

Secretary. 

Tuesday 18 November 1997: 30th Anniversary Celebration (8pm-10.30). National Liberal Club, 1 Whitehall 

Place WC1. 

 


