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1983 

President: His Honour Judge David Griffiths 

Chairman: Dr Ifor James  

Secretary: Wynne Davies 

Musical Director: Wendy Halden 

Accompanist: Jane Watts 

 

Wed 9 February 1983 - Balham Old People's Association 

Sunday 13 March 1983 - Football match Gwalia 3 v Voyagers 6. 

Alex  Howden Sports Club, Dulwich 

Sat 19 March 1983 - Sidcup 

Sunday 24 April 1983 - Village Hall, South Darenth, Horton Kirby, Kent 

Guest Conductor: Haydn James. Accompanist Jane Watts. 

Anita Williams (soprano). Gareth Rees (tenor). (a copy of the programme can be viewed in the archive) 

Thurs 27 May 1983 - The third visit of the Gwalia to Wuppertal, Germany. 

Sang on the Town Hall steps. Visited Cologne Cathedral. 

Sun 30 May 1983 - Joint Concert with Mannerchor Union  

Conductor: Wendy Halden. Accompanist Jane Watts. 

With Dylan Singers (conductor Idwal Jones). Glenys Roberts (soprano) 

Steve Davies: The first time we went to Wuppertal in West Germany it was decided that it would be an all male 

affair. However that didn't stop several wives organising their own minibus and meeting us in Wuppertal. By the 

second visit we had bowed to the inevitable, and on this trip the Dylan singers (many married to Gwalia members) 

shared the stage with us.   

(three reports on our trip are contained in Issue 14 of Tempo Gwalia which are reproduced below) 

  



  

 

 

 

9 June 1983 - Royal Festival Hall 

 

 

Joined (1983): Richard Mitchley; Dewi Griffiths; Gwynne Davies. 

Died: Lloyd Herbert; Ken Smallman 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 

 



1984 

President: His Honour Judge David Griffiths 

Chairman: Dr Ifor James  

Secretary: Wynne Davies 

Musical Director: Wendy Halden 

Accompanist: Jane Watts 

 

15 April 1984 - Concert tour of Czechoslovakia - Prague and Brno. 

Conductor: Wendy Halden Accompanist: Jane Watts 

Steve Davies says: In those days Czechoslovakia was still communist. In advance of the trip the Czech Ambassador 

to UK invited the choir to the Embassy in Kensington Palace Gardens. After plying us with vodka the Ambassador 

explained how thrilled he was that we were visiting his country and how we were to be looked after when we were 

there. My wife was due to give birth to our first son on the weekend of the actual trip, so thrilled as I was with the 

impending new arrival,  I was disappointed not to be able to go to Prague and Brno. However, I'm told that the 

Ambassador was true to his word - police motorcycle outriders escorted the coach from the airport into the centre 

of Prague - but from then on things weren't so well organised. The concerts had not been advertised so apart from 

the coach driver and our own supporters, there were very few in the auditorium. After a short concert the choir 

went to the nearest bar and found an enthusiastic audience.   

Ken Brickell's memories of the Choir trip to Czechslovakia in April 1984: 

I have fond memories of organizing that trip to Prague and Brno. Of how the Commies tried to leg us over at every 

turn, but we still came out on top. The International Hotel at which we stayed with the Royal Shakespeare 

Company in Prague is now a Holiday Inn. The RSC wised us up to the bugs in the rooms. You needed to look along 

the wall surfaces near the bed headboards for unevenness. That's where they were. Mine, because I had organised 

the trip was in a three bulb chandelier. One of the bulbs didn't work and when I took down the glass base, a ferrule 

was holding in the microphone instead of a bulb! We had a last night party in one of the rooms and when we rang 

down to reception for more beer, the guy came up to the room, pointed at the chandelier in the room lobby and 

indicated that we should talk outside in the corridor.  

Sinead Cusack was one of the RSC players. They were there to celebrate 25 years of Rank Xerox being in 

Czechoslovakia. They had 1000 posters printed and only three were put up. One in the theatre, one in their office 

and one in the Russian Embassy. The British Ambassador arrived late for our concert because the authorities 

wouldn't tell him where it was being held. It was in the hotel and the audience consisted of five men and a dog. 

John & Wynne said we would do a 20 minute concert and it was to be the best we had ever done. THEN, we 

discovered that U Fleku was the best pub in town, so we decamped there and did the concert again to a full house.  

Also, I remember plaguing the life out of the courier on my bus trying to find out where Dubceck was and what he 

was doing. At first, the guy denied all knowledge of him. I eventually wore him down and he told me that I mustn't 

tell anyone in the UK, but he, Dubceck was now sweeping the streets. He had been the most important man in 

Czechoslovakia. 

I remember that we sang La Vergine unaccompanied with Glenys and there was a group from Venice sitting 

around a corner. When we finished, all the ladies of that group presented Glenys with a flower. Magic. 

Also, there was the wedding we sort of fell over at a little deserted market town where it had been arranged for us 

to have lunch. There was not a soul in sight until loud car horns arrived from somewhere and it was a wedding 

party. I asked my friendly courier how long it took to get married in this town and he said, "20 minutes", so I 

organised everyone to be in the arcade which lead to the registry office and when the bride and groom reappeared, 

we sang Myfanwy. 

The Registrar came down and asked who was responsible and I said "Me!" He thought about it and said, "I will buy 

you a beer." I replied, "You won't - you will buy 43 beers, one for each singer" and he did. "Taurus excretum vincit 

cerebellum" or if you prefer it, bulls..t baffles brains. 

Happy days. Ken Brickell 10.1.16 

 

Sun 27 May 1984 - Concert Seion Chapel, Aberystwyth 

Conductor: Wendy Halden Accompanist: Jane Watts 

Mari Ffion Williams (soprano). Jane Watss (organ) (see scanned programme) 



1984(?) - Bont Eisteddfod 

 

Tempo Gwalia (issue 18) has stories about the Czech trip: 

  

  



  

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

1985 

President: His Honour Judge David Griffiths 

Chairman: Dr Ifor James  

Secretary: Wynne Davies 

Musical Director: Wendy Halden 

Accompanist: Jane Watts 

 

Sunday 17 February 1985 - Concert: Civic Hall, Borehamwood 

Conductor: Wendy Halden; Accompanist: Jane Watts. Soloists: Glenys Roberts (soprano); Kelvin Jones 

(baritone) [programme scanned] 

Saturday 30 March 1985 - Concert: London Welsh Centre 

Conductor: Wendy Halden; Accompanist: Jane Watts. Soloists: Iona Jones (soprano); Philip Lloyd Evans 

(baritone) [programme scanned] 

May? 1985 - Heilbronn and Lowenstein - See reports from Tempo below 

Sun 23 June 1985 - Concert: Kenneth More Theatre, Ilford 

July 1985 - Concert: Hayes Middlesex 

Sat 14 September 1985 - Concert: Kingston Surrey 

Sun 10 November 1985 - Concert: St Andrews Hall, Norwich for Norwich Welsh Society. 

Conductor: Wendy Halden; Accompanist: Jane Watts. Soloist: Jane Watss (organ) [programme scanned] 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

 

1986 

President: His Honour Judge David Griffiths 

Chairman: Dr Ifor James  

Secretary: Wynne Davies 

Musical Director: Wendy Halden 

Accompanist: Tom Jackman 

 

 

July 1986 - Fishguard, Dyfed  Royal National Eisteddfod 1st place in their category (40-70 voices). 

Test pieces: Ti A Addolwn (Adoramus Te by Palestrina) and Nos A Bore (William Mathias) 

1. Gwalia (London Welsh); 2. Whitland; 3. Bridgend.  

[see page 215 'Do You Hear The People Sing? The Male Voice Choirs of Wales' by Gareth Williams, published by 

Gomer Press 2015] 

Recording - Our 2nd album 'Travelling' was recorded at Angel Studios Islington and released by Grasmere 

Records in 1986.  

Conductor: Wendy Halden. Accompanist Gwawr Owen. Soprano: Glenys Roberts 

(photographs of the choir making the recording are in the archive - judging by the number of people in (very) 

short shorts it must have been mid-summer)   

October 1986 - 10th Festival of 1000 Welsh Male Voices, Royal Albert Hall 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 



1987 

President: His Honour Judge David Griffiths 

Chairman: Dr Ifor James  

Secretary: Wynne Davies 

Musical Director: Wendy Halden 

Accompanist: Tom Jackman 

 

Sat 31 January 1987 - Joint Concert with London Welsh Male Voice Choir. London Welsh Centre. 

The two choirs sang together. Wendy conducted the first half and Haydn did the 2nd half. Marilyn Phillips was 

the LWMVC accompanist and Tom Jackman was the Gwalia accompanist. The soloist was soprano Elizabeth 

Pugh. 

To mark the 50th Anniversary of the opening of the LW Association premises in Grays Inn Rd, Rita Clarke had 

prepared an Exhibition of material and photographs outlining the development of the Association. (see scanned 

programme) 

Sun 10 May 1987 - Gala Concert, Snape Maltings, Suffolk. Organised by The Lions Club.  

Introduced by Paul Heiney. Conductor: Wendy Halden Accompanist: Tom Jackman 

Band of 1st Battalion Argyll & Sutherland Highlanders (programme in archive) 

Sat 23 May 1987 - Concert. Tabernacle Chapel, Aberaeron 

Conductor: Wendy Halden Accompanist: Tom Jackman 

Ada-Lynne Griffiths. Melodi. Glenys Roberts. Gaenor Howells. Gwawr Owen. Huw Rhys-Evans. 

(see scanned programme) 

Sun 24 May 1987 - Concert. Holy Trinity Church, Newcastle Emlyn 

Conductor: Wendy Halden Accompanist: Tom Jackman 

Ada-Lynne Griffiths. Melodi. Glenys Roberts. Gaenor Howells. Gwawr Owen. Huw Rhys-Evans. 

(see scanned programme) 

Sat 6 June 1987 - Social Evening at Old Comptor Debtors Prison Dungeon, Mitre Court, Wood St EC2. 'Music, 

Sing-song, food, plus one bottle of wine each'. Tickets £6.50  

Sat 29 August 1987 - Concert. Hildthalle Weinsburg. West Germany 

Conductor: Wendy Halden. Accompanist Jane Watts. 

30 August 1987 - Wuppertal? 

 

 


